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Joyce Stone - President 

Michael Masterson - Vice President of Production 

Jackie Cain - Vice President of Operations 

David Calkins - Treasurer 

Mary Morris - Secretary 

R.J. Parish - Season Production Manager 

Patti Shockley - Box Office Chair 

Marcia Brownlee - Membership Chair 

Norita Taylor - Marketing and Public Relations 

Larry Morris - Hospitality 

 

 

Become a donor to CTI 
 

Donation Levels:  

Stage Hand-$50 

Designer-$100 

Stage Manager-$200 

Director-$500 

Producer-$1000 

Executive Producer-$1500 

Board of Directors and Committee Chairs 
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Heartland Medical Care, P.C. 
10010 Truman Road 

Independence, Mo. 64052 

James V. Linnick, D.O. 

Michael G. Wells, D.O. 
816-252-7800 
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City Theatre of Independence is a proud member of the American Association of 
Community Theatres (AACT) and the Independence Parks and Recreation Dept.   

www.aact.org                                
www.ci.independence.mo.us/parksandrec 

CTI is also a member of the Independence Attractions Coalition. 

 

PUPPETRY ARTS INSTITUTE 
1025 E. Winner Rd. Independence, MO 64052 USA  

 816. 833.9777  

www.hazelle.org 

 

City Theatre of Independence 

Powerhouse Theatre 

Roger T. Sermon Center 

  

816-325-7367 

Special thanks to Designer Donor 
Elizabeth Scott 

THANK YOU 
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208 North Main Street  

Independence, Mo.  64050 
816-461-5383  



6  

E lla’s mbroidery 

FAST SIGNS 
3801 S. Noland Road 

Independence, MO 64055 

816-252-0909 

www.ellasembroidery.com 

Mid-Life Players is a group of actors 
and singers that perform for the sheer 
joy of entertaining an audience. 

www.Facebook.com/Midlifeplayers 
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The  

Examiner 
Independence—Blue Springs—Grain Valley 

 

www.examiner.net 

Real Results. Lasting Change. 
 
We all know that without our health, nothing else matters. 

Yet we are distracted by and bombarded with constant de-
mands.  We often disregard what we know is most important, only 
to regret our decisions when our rushed lifestyles catch up with 
our neglected health. 

What if you had someone in your corner helping you every step of 
the way?   

Make an appointment with health coach Cindy Newland and you 
will receive the detailed focus you need to make lasting lifestyle changes; from weight man-
agement, to creating better habits, to overall wellness.  She’s lost over 125 lbs and knows 
how to help you.      

 www.cindynewland.com   816-694-4415    

Functional Fitness 

http://www.cindynewland.com
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Powerhouse  

Theatre Foundation  
 
Powerhouse Theatre Foundation is an umbrella organization which includes 

and benefits three community theatre organizations which operate out of the 

Roger T. Sermon Community Center: City Theatre of Independence, Chil-

dren’s Performing Theatre and Encore Theatre.  

 

 

City Theatre of Independence  
www.CityTheatreofIndependence.org 

 

ENCORE 
www.EncoreTheatreIndepMo.org 

 

Children’s Performing Theatre 
Facebook: Childrens-Performing-Theatre-of-Independence-Mo 

Join CTI 
If you enjoy seeing our performances, you might also enjoy being a member of 

CTI . There are many opportunities to be part of the organization. In addition 

to acting, there are crew members on each production to run lights or sound, to 

help with properties and set changes, or costume design and set construction.  

 

CTI is a member-run organization, where you can be part of the decision mak-

ing process. Questions? Contact citytheatreofindependence@gmail.com.  

 

 



 9 

www.SerendipityBedandBreakfast.com 

(and serendipitea tea parties) 

Serendipity  
Bed & Breakfast 

Our 1887 three story brick house in Independence Missouri is the  

ultimate Victorian Experience!  

816-833-4719 
Gift Certificates Available 

 

Serendipity - An aptitude for making fortunate discoveries accidentally. 
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ENCHANTED FOREST 
A non-scary Halloween event 

 October 16, 17, 23, 24, 2015 

 

George Owens Park 
1601 S. Speck Rd. 

(North of East 23rd Street and Speck Road intersection)  

 

Gates open at 7 p.m.  

Parking lot closes at 9 p.m.  

Open auditions are Sept 26th at 10 a.m. 

201 N. Maple, near Independence Square 

Roles for 8th grade through adult 
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Crew  

Director: Matt Hentges 

Stage Manager: Larry Morris 

Set Design: R.J. Parish 

Properties and Set Dress: Mindi Thompson 

Light Designer and Operator: Chuck Cline 

Sound Designer and Operator: Matt Hentges  

Set Crew: Benjamin Morris, Matthew Silvestri, Nerrisa Lee  

Costumes: Kim Hentges 

Seamstress: Joyce Stone 
 

The Children’s Hour 
By Lillian Hellman 

By special arrangement with Dramatists Play Service, Inc. 

      Cast 
Mary – Abigail Becker 
Peggy – Nerrisa Lee 

Evelyn – Kennedy Marks 
Rosalie – Audrey Hentges 
Catherine – Erin Oyster 
Lois – Rhiannon Smith 
Helen – Hannah Bezona 
Lily Mortar – Meghann Deveroux 
Karen Wright – Kim Hentges 

Martha Dobie – Felisha Caldeira 
Mrs. Amelia Tilford – Linda Levin 
Agatha – Laura Burt 
Dr. Joe Cardin – Brandon Stevens 
Grocery Boy –  Matthew Silvestri 
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Set Builders 

R.J. Parish, Norita Taylor, Matt Hentges, Mike Masterson, Joyce Stone, 
Sandy Dempsey, John Dempsey, David Hentges, Kim Hentges, R.J. Tay-
lor, Audrey Hentges, Kennedy Marks 

There will be two, 10 minute intermissions between each act. 

Act 1 
April 

The living room of a New England farmhouse that Martha Dobie and 
Karen Wright have converted into the Wright-Dobie School for Girls. 

 

Act 2 
Scene 1 -  Later that same day. The living room at Mrs. Tilford’s home. 

 

Scene 2 -  Later that evening. 

 

Act 3 
November 

The Wright-Dobie   School for Girls. 

The Children’s Hour 
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Director’s  Bio 
Matt Hentges has acted on this stage in numerous CTI productions 
over the last decade and is so excited and glad to finally be directing a 
show here. He has been active in Kansas City community theatre for 
over 16 years both as an actor and director. Some of his favorite past 
productions include All My Sons (Chris), Guys & Dolls (Benny South-
Street), You Can’t Take It With You (Director), Barefoot in the Park 
(Director), Proof (Robert) and Mercy Seat (Director). Matt would like 
congratulate this incredible cast on making this production extraordi-
nary.  He feels extremely fortunate for the opportunity to work with 
them and is so grateful that they decided to share their time and talents 
with him. Matt would like to thank his parents and in-laws for all of 
their help and support over the years; his children for helping him re-
member to laugh and his amazingly talented wife for all of her love, 
support and inspiration. 

Acknowledgements & Special Thanks 
Candis Pfaltzgraph, David & Diane Hentges, Heidi & Joshua Stigers, 
John & Helen Smith, Cas & Cora's Little Shop of Costumes  
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Stage Manager Bio.  

Larry Morris has been active in several plays on the technical side and was 
most recently on stage in the CTI production of The Mousetrap. If you want 
to get to know Larry, you need to search an abandoned building and go to 
the cellar that has no stairs or lights.  Then find the disused laboratory with 
the locked file cabinet with the sign "Beware of Leopard." 

Properties Mistress Bio 

Melinda Thompson, prop mistress, comes to us from Chicago, where 
she worked in professional theatre for 20 years. She was assistant 
properties with the Goodman Theatre and property mistress at Step-
penwolf Theatre, which was founded by her college classmates from 
Illinois State University. She has worked with many notable actors, 
directors and set designers, including Danny Glover, John Maklovich, 
Joan Allen, Gary Sinise, Robert Falls, Greg Mosher and Tom Waits 
on his musical Frank's Wild Years, to name a few. Melinda's favorite 
aspect of doing theatre is getting to learn about different time peri-
ods, locations and cultures, thereby  travelling around the world and 
through time while remaining in one location.  Melinda is an artist 
and writer and is very pleased to be making her CTI premiere with 
The Children's Hour, as Lillian Hellman is her favorite playwright, with 
whom she shares the same birthday. 
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Cast - in alphabetical order 

Abigail Becker (Mary) 
 

Abigail is thrilled to be back at CTI and playing the villain. 
She has acted in shows at CTI  (Pride and Prejudice), Theatre 
in the Park, Kansas City Repertory Theatre, Alcott Arts 
Center and Truman High School. She is a senior at Tru-
man High School and plans to study musical theatre in 
college. She thanks the awesome cast, crew and director 
for the incredible experience and sends love to her family 
and friends for supporting her life upon the wicked stage. 

Hannah Bezona (Helen Burton) 

Hannah is a sophomore at Center Place Restora-
tion School. When she is not on stage she spends 
her time drawing and making art.  This is her first 
production with CTI. She has been in many pro-
ductions with her school including The King and I, 
The Little Mermaid, The Music Machine, Echos from the 
Dust, Partakers of the Glory and Honor Bound. She 
would first like to thank God for giving her the 
talent and courage to perform. She would also like 
to thank the director Matt for giving her this op-
portunity as well as her parents for all of their 
support and for taking her to and from rehearsals. 

Laura Burt (Agatha) 

Laura would like to thank City Theatre for her first 
role here.  She was last seen on stage as Ada Allen in 
The Summerland Project. Some favorite roles include 
Poppy in Noises Off, Claire in Proof, and Miranda in 
Expecting Isabel. She would like to thank Matt for this 
opportunity to practice some fun character work! To 
the Superfriends, as always, you rock! And of course 
her partner Richard and kitty Shylla, thank you for 
always snuggling up on the off days! 
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Felisha Caldeira (Martha Dobie) 
 
This is Felisha's first performance at CTI and she is grateful 
for the opportunity to play such a profound role. She has a 
B.A. in Theatre Arts and has appeared in several shows all 
over the KC area. Her most recent performances include 
Carrie in Frontiers, Annie in Annie Get Your Gun, and ensem-
ble in Ragtime. She would like to thank the director, cast 
and crew for such a memorable experience. Above all she 
would like to thank her husband, Travis, for his never 
ending love and support.  

Meghann Deveroux (Lily Mortar) 

Meghann is excited to be making her debut at CTI. 
Recent productions include Equus (Barn Play-
ers), Picasso at Lapin Agile and All My Sons (Summit The-
atre Group), The Best Man and A Piece of My 
Heart (OCTA), and touring Murder Mystery shows 
with Upstage Productions across the Midwest. She 
would like to thank her friends and family for always 
being there, Matt for the wonderful opportunity and 
the audience for supporting local theatre. 

 

Audrey Hentges (Rosalie Wells) 

Audrey is very excited to be returning to the stage at CTI 
for the third time.  Previously, she played young Beth 
March in Little Women and Rooney in Eat Soap or Die.  She 
was also in Summit Theatre Group’s production of All My 
Sons where she played Bert. Some of her favorite musical 
shows include Assassins, Wicked and Les Miserables. She would 
like to thank her parents for always being there and being 
supportive, no matter the issue, as well as her little brother 
Leo who is as sweet as honey and always cheering her on. 
Thanks to her grandparents for all of their love and support. 
They are all amazing! Thanks to Annie, Molly, Corrine & 
Chloe for their love, support and encouragement and espe-
cially her boyfriend, Regan, who means the world to her. 
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Nerrisa Lee (Peggy)  

Nerissa is a recent graduate of Missouri Western 
State University. She has recently been seen in Into 
the Woods (Lucinda) at Western Playhouse, Urinetown 
at MWSU (Little Sally), Miss Saigon (ensemble) at 
Western Playhouse, Picasso at the Lapin Agile 
(Suzanne) at MWSU, A MidSummers Night Dream 
(Hermia) at MWSU and Disney's Tarzan (ensemble) 
at RRT. Nerissa is proud to currently be an Equity 
Membership Candidate. She would like to thank her 
family for their endless love and support! Follow her 
on twitter @NerissaMarieLee. Philippians 4:13  

Linda Levin (Mrs. Tilford) 

After a hiatus of forty years during which time she was a 
high school teacher with captive audiences, Linda jumped 
back on stage. This is Linda’s second production at CTI. 
She has previously appeared as Mrs. Bennet in last sea-
son’s Pride and Prejudice, for which she received the thea-
ter’s Best Supporting Actress award.  She has also ap-
peared in productions at Union Station, the Just Off 
Broadway Theater, the Paradise Playhouse Dinner Thea-
ter  and the Corbin Theatre in Liberty.  Thank you audi-
ence members for supporting our local community thea-
ter.  Thank you Lori and Pete for letting me have this 
“serious fun.” 

Kim Hentges (Karen Wright)  

Kim is proud to be onstage at CTI again after re-
cently playing Lottie Wilton in Enchanted 
April. Kim has been active in Kansas City theatre 
for 18 years.  Some of her past favorite roles in-
clude Catherine in Proof and Corie in Barefoot in the 
Park. She also played in All My Sons, The 39 
Steps, Picnic and The Glass Menagerie. She sends her 
love to Leo and extra special thanks to Matt and 
Audrey for their selflessness and support. 
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Mathew Silvestri (Grocery Boy) 

Matthew has done theatre throughout his entire high 
school career and this is his seventh production. He 
enjoys acting, writing and being funny. He finds a 
huge interest in video making, including making 
videos on YouTube. His dream is to become a Hol-
lywood producer, actor, writer, and director. Right 
now, he is a part of the Coterie Playwright’s 
Roundtable and Shocking Arts Productions. He is 
very excited for the future to come. 

 

 

Erin Oyster (Catherine) 

Erin was so glad to get an email about auditions 
for a play with an adult cast. Her first ever CTI 
audition came soon and she was excited to dive 
right into it. When Erin isn’t acting she is tending 
to her nine pets, volunteering in an exotic animal 
center, making comical videos or playing musical 
instruments. Erin first got involved in theater 
with Coterie Theatre, followed by Children’s 
Performance Theatre and Camp Shakespeare. The 
plays she has been in include  Babes in Toyland, 
King Lear, Dragon Tale and Christmas Tree from Outer 
Space. Erin would like to give a big thanks to her 
second grade teacher, Mrs. Hotson for first recog-
nizing her love for acting. Also thanks to the di-
rector, Matt Hentges, Tara her Coterie teacher, 
and Sandy Dempsey, her CPT director for many 
shows. 

Kennedy Marks (Evelyn Munn) 

Kennedy is making her debut with CTI. Kennedy's 
previous plays were at Nowlin Middle school in The 
Night of January 16th, and Annie Jr. In Annie Jr. she 
played Annie. She is very thankful for her supportive 
family. Kennedy has loved the experience and is glad 
to have been a part of this production.  
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  SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER 

Visit this funky URL address and you will find an easy 

form to fill out and get updates on auditions, shows and 

other events. http://eepurl.com/KFHNn 

Brandon Stevens (Dr. Joe Cardin) 

Brandon has been acting in Kansas City since 2008, 
both on stage and on camera. After focusing his 
acting career on camera, The Children's Hour marks 
Brandon's first stage play since his last theatrical 
performance three years ago. On top of that, this 
is his first time performing at the City Theatre of 
Independence. In addition to acting on stage and 
on camera, he is also beginning his journey in voice 
acting. Outside of acting, Brandon is very passion-
ate about Tai Chi Chuan and martial arts in gen-
eral. He is learning his third form in Tai Chi Chuan 
and hopes to one day teach others. Brandon would 
like to thank his fellow cast and crew for their 
dedication and talent as well as all of his family and 
friends who have supported him and his path in the 
performing arts. 

 

 

Rhiannon Smith (Lois Fisher) 

Rhiannon is excited to do her second play here at 
the City Theater of Independence. She has acted in 
numerous other plays and musicals including Annie, 
Charlotte's Web, and The Jungle Book. When she's not 
on stage she likes to dance around to music and 
watch YouTube. 
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35 Seasons! 1980 - 2015 

1980-81 
Plaza Suite, Curious Savage, 
Uncertain Samaritan, Music 
Revue 1, The Four Poster, 

The Odd Couple 

1981-82 
Arsenic & Old Lace, Music 

Revue 2, A Thousand 
Clowns, The Fantasticks, 

Dracula, Spirit of the 
Christmas Ornament, The 
Hobbit, Ten Little Indians, 

Little Women 

1982-83 
Harvey, 6 Rms Riv Vu, The 

Other Side, The Lion In 
Winter, A Christmas Carol, 
Winnie The Pooh, House of 
Blue Leaves, Once Upon A 

Mattress 

1983-84 
You’re A Good Man, Char-
lie Brown, The Rainmaker, 
Alice In Wonderland, J.B., 
Life With Father, The Im-
portance of Being Earnest 

1984-85 
On Golden Pond, 1776, 

The Emperor’s New 
Clothes, Our Town, The 

Mousetrap, You Can’t Take 
It With You 

1985-86 
Barefoot In The Park, The 
Glass Menagerie, Cinderel-
la, Two By Two, Wait Until 

Dark, Shadowbox 

1986-87 
Bell,Book and Candle, 

Laura, Snow White, Joseph 
& The Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat, One Flew Over 

The Cuckoo’s Nest, The 
Buck Stops Here, Bus Stop 

1987-88 
Dial M For Murder, Happy 

Birthday Wanda June, 
Sleeping Beauty, God’s Fa-

vorite, Side By Side By 
Sondheim, Enemy Of The 

People 

1988-89 
Tom Sawyer, Charlotte’s 
Web, I Remember Mama, 
Close Ties, The Mystery of 

Edwin Drood 

1989-90 
Hay Fever, The Legend Of  

Sleepy Hollow, Cradle 
Song, Pippin, The Foreign-

er 

1990-91 
Death By Chocolate, Beauty 
& The Beast, Guy’s & Dolls, 
Crimes Of The Heart, Nois-

es Off 

1991-92 
Play It Again Sam, Winnie 

The Pooh, Blithe Spirit, 
Steel Magnolias, Oliver 

1992-93 
Arsenic & Old Lace, The 
Nerd, The Unexpected 

Guest, Odd Couple (female 
version), Fiddler On The 

Roof 

1993-94 
Rehearsal For Murder, Lend 

Me A Tenor, Anything 
Goes, Come Blow Your 
Horn, The Royal Family 

1994-95 
Born Yesterday, The Cem-
etary Club, Harvey, A Fun-
ny Thing Happened On The 
Way To The Forum, Wit-
ness For The Prosecution 

1995-96 
Forty Carats, The Rain-
maker, Night Watch, 

Little Shop Of Horrors, I 
Hate Hamlet 

1996-97 

Something’s Afoot, The 
Lion In Winter, Heaven 

Can Wait, Mame, Corpse 

1997-98 
Lost In Yonkers, 

Darkside, Greetings, An-
nie Get Your Gun, Cat’s 

Cradle 
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1998-99 
Rumors, A Lie Of The 

Mind, The Importance Of 
Being Earnest, Camelot,  
The Crucifer Of Blood 

1999-2000 

Moon Over Buffalo, Cole, 
Talley’s Folly/Talley & 

Son, A Little Night Music, 
Amadeus 

2000-01 
A Midsummer’s Night 

Dream, My Three Angels, 
Nunsense, An Ideal Hus-
band, Marriage Of Figaro 

2001-02 
Catch Me If You Can, The 

Diary Of Anne Frank, 
Murder At The Howard 
Johnson’s, The Sound Of 
Music, The Sunshine Boys 

2002-03 

Squabbles, Dracula, Hed-
da Gabler, The Wizard Of 

Oz, The Company Of 
Wayward Saints 

2003-04 

You Can’t Take It With 
You, A Murder Is An-

nounced, The Man Of La 
Mancha, All My Sons, 

The School For Scandal 

2004-05 
The Musical Comedy 

Murders of 1940,  Death-
trap, Private Lives, Hello 

Dolly, Picnic 

2005-06 
Plaza Suite, An Inspector 
Calls, The Delany Sisters, 
Pirates of Penzance, Dear-

ly Departed 

2006-07 

Noises Off, Sleuth, In-
venting Van Gogh, Noth-
ing But The Truth, The 

Music Man 

2007-08 
Funny Money, A Shot In 
The Dark, Kiss Me Kate, 
The Lilies Of The Field, 

Social Security 

2008-09 
To Kill A Mockingbird, 
I’ll Be Back Before Mid-
night, Over The Tavern, 
Marcus Is Walking, The 

King & I 

2009-10 

Escanaba In Da Moon-
light, Chain Of Circum-

stances, King O’ The 
Moon, Chicago, Arcadia 

2010-11 
The Boys Next Door 
Death Of A Salesman 

Last Mass At St.Casimir’s 
Rodgers & Hammerstein’s 
Cinderella;Almost, Maine 

2011-12 
The Foreigner, Suburb, A 

Streetcar Named 
 Desire, Working 

A Nice Family Gathering 

2012-13         
Little Women,   

The Nerd, Proof, Once 
Upon  

A Mattress, On Golden  
Pond 

2013-14        
The Miss Firecracker  

Contest,The Mousetrap  

The Complete Works of Wm 

Shakespeare – Abridged, Little 
Shop Of Horrors , Pride and 

Prejudice  

2014-15 

The Taming of the Shrew 

Jekyll & Hyde, 

The Last Night of Ballyhoo 

Enchanted April 

Seussical 

This  Season! 
The Children’s Hour 

Blithe Spirit 

The Trip to Bountiful 

Young Frankenstein 

Play It Again, Sam 
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Next CTI Business Meeting 
 Saturday, Oct. 3, 12-2 p.m.  

Important Dates 

www.CityTheatreofIndependence.org  

Facebook/City.Theatre.of.Independence  

Auditions 
Blithe Spirit 

Sept. 8, 9  at 7 p.m.  
Sermon Center 

This  Season! 
  

Blithe Spirit - November 2015 

The Trip to Bountiful - January 2016 

Young Frankenstein - March 2016 

Play It Again, Sam - June 2016 

 

Visit our website for performance dates 

http://citytheatreofindependence.org/?page_id=342

